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ORGAN  I  FANPARE 
VQICB 

To  thos8  jrav3  laen  and  stout-hearted  women  who  crossed  the  alinost 
impassable  barriers  of  the  Allegheny  Moiontains,  and  cheerfully 
faced  the  dangers  and  privations  of  frontier  life... hewed  out  hones 
for  themselves  in  the  great  wood,s,  and  miade  the  wilderness  blossom 
as  a  rose ... 
SOUiyP;     Clap  of  th-gnder...- 
ANNOUTTGBR 

West  Virginia  —  Trees  and  Ken:     The  138th  consecutive  episode  of 
Fortunes  Washed  Away I 
ORGAN  THEME:     I  GET  TEE  BLUES  WHEN  IT  RAINS. 
ANNOUNCER 

Pew  scenes  are  as  lovely  as  the  forests  of  West  Virginia  in  the 
spring.     Then  are  the  hills  dotted  with  many  blooms,  green  foliage. 
Then  come  the  virhite  bloom,  of  the  service  tree  along  the  streamis; 
the  sunflower-like  blossoms  of  the  dogwoo.d;  the  f eather -llhe  bloom 
of  the  locust;  the  delicate  wild  cherry.     Then  flourish  the  golden, 
vase-like  tulip  poplar |  the  long,  light-brown  bloom  of  the  chest- 
nut; the  bright  red  shumate  and  the  burning  bush;  the  crab-a;  ^le 
with  its  crimson  covering  and  delicate  perfijjiie  ~-  aiid  aijid  them  all, 
the  modest  natural  flov/ers.     These  are  the  West  Virginia  forests  — 
a  m.any-colored  carpet  of  nature's  owTi  weaving. 
ORGANS     TEE  W35T  VIRGINIA  HILLS, 
ANNOUNCER 

In  l^bli,   Jolin  Sim.pson  settled  on  the  West  Pork  River,  where 
Clarksbiu?g  now  stands.     This  was  a  wilderness        and  he  liked  it. 
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SQUlvDj  Craclillng  fire  .  .  . 

SOUND  :  Dog  barks . .  . 

SIMFSOF 

Sasy,  there,  Buck,     You  want  to  go  miirting,  huh?    Well,  old  boy, 
just  as  soon  as  v/e  get  these  bullets  poured  we'll  be  on  our  v-ay. 
Thl_s  cussed  lead  is  mighty  slow  to  heat  up,   sometimes.     But,  it's 
mighty  nice  to  have  around  in  case'n  a  bar  or  a  painter  starts 
prowling. 
SOUI-TP;     Dog  growls,. J 
SIMPSOF 

What^s  the  m.atter,   3uck?     You  smell  sor-.ething? 
S0U1''D ;     Dog  growls  . . . 
SIMPSON 

Easy  there.  Buck,    What  is  it? 
SOUND;     Two  m.en  talking,  fading  in,., 
SIMPSQH 

Well,  1^11  be.,. 
BILL   (i;-  SURPRISE) 
Why, . .what  in , , . 

1-1  J.  iL  V  ill 

Howdy,  friend  I 
BILL 

We  never  expected  to  run  onto  a  wl.dte  man  out  here,  ?r ingle '  s  my 
name.     And  this  is  m.y  brother,,.. 

STEVB 

Howdy,  howdy. 
SIMPSON 
Move  on. 
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What  do  you  meaji? 

SIMPSON 

Move  on • 

BILL 

Now,  wait  a  minute,  friend,     We^re  not  aiming  to  disturb  you, 
but ♦ • . 

STEVE 

You^re  the  first  white  man  we  We  seen  in  weeks  i 
SIMPSON 

I  don't  want  no  company,  stranger.     Fact  of  matter  is,  I  caiiie  out 
here  Just  to  get  away  from  other  hunters  and  trappers.  There's 
plenty  of  land  on  ahead,  so  just  you  move  on. 
STEVB 

Sure,  we  ^11  get  going,  biit  I  Y/ant  to  toll  you,  I'm  mighty  hungry 
for  some  human  companionship.     You  see^,  we're  from,  the  old  Pringle 
family  in  Virginia,  and... 

3ILij 

You're  bound  to  have  heard  of  our  family. 
STEVE 

Yeah,  Ob ad i ah  Fr ingle,  he  was... 

SILIPSON 

Listen.     I 'mi  not  concerned  in  your  pedigree.     I  don't  care  a 
continental  whether  your  great^-great-grandmother ' s  great-great- 
grandfather was  a  third  cousin  to  som.e  king's  guard's  sister's 
child        or  whether  ^rou're   just  plain  John  Sm.ith.     I  want  to  be 
let  alone.     There  isn't  an  acre  of  cultivated  land  in  this  whole 
territory,  and  me  and  my  dog  Buck  here  aim  to  hunt  and  trap  as  we 
please        without  any  interference. 


I  see,  Coiae  on,  Steve, 
STEVE 


All  right.     Goodbye,  friend, 
SOUI-ID;     Underbrush  rustles,  as  men  move  on..,  ( PAUSE ) 
SIhPSO:"  (  on  cue  ) 

Hrrjiif  1  ThJ-S  territory  is  getting  crov/ded, 
ORGAN:  BRIE?  3RIDGS  DENOTING  LA-SS  0?  TlivIE, 
SQUND;     Rifle  shot... 

SIMPSON 

Got  ^iLi,  ouchi 
SOUivN)g     Dog  barks  furiously..., 

SIMPSON 

Ee '  s  a  fine  one,  too.     3ut  you  onery  hound,  you  li'ighty  near  scared 
him  away.     Dogs  are  all  right  for  night  hunting,  but  no  accoriat 
for  deer.     Here,  now... don't  lool:  so  down  in  the  mouth,  3ucN, 
What's  that?     Oh,  it's  you  two. 
STEVE 

Ho  vvd y ,  f  r  i  en  d  • 

BILL 

Gee,  that's  a  good  looking  deer;     Bigger 'n  any  we've  got  this  year 

SIMPSON 

He'll  do. 

STEVE 

Well,  come  on,  Bill, 
SIMPSON 

Say,  just  a  mdnute .  I  reckon  I  was  a  bit  rough  with  you  boys  last 
sui'imier . 


> 
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STEVE 

Oh,  that^s  all  right. 

SIMPSON 

No,  it's  not  right.     Matter  of  fact,  aftor  you  left  I  came  close 
to  trailing  you  and.  asking  you  to  forget  it.     Trouble  is,  I've 
boon  by  myself  so  much  I've  grown  to  like  it,  and  I  just  kinda  hate 
to  see  the  country  getting  settled  up.     I  v/ouldn ' t  be  at  all  sur- 
prised if  they  don't  farm  this  land  around  hero  someday. 
BILL 

Farm  those  Virginia  hills?     Oh,  no. 
STEVE 

They've  got  som.e  mighty  good  soil  in  them..    We've  got  a  right  nice 

garden  ourselves. 

SIMPSON 

Whe re's  your  c  ab  in  at? 
STEVE 

About  fourteen  miles  dov;n  the  river, 
.31 LL 

Only  v/e  don't  have  a  cabin.     It's  just  a  big  hollow  sycamore. 
STEVE 

It's  plenty  big.     So  big  you  can  turn  a  fence  rail  around  inside 

of  it  without  striking  the  sides, 

SIMPSON 

Fences]     There  you  go.     Dovm  come  the  trees,  up  go  the  farmiS,  and 
fences,  ajad  3.\'mj  goes  the  wild  game.     First  thing  you  know  the 
farm^s  begin  to  wear  out... 
BILL  ( 1 aughln g ) 

Can  you  imagine  that,  Steve?     He  says  this  land  will  wear  out. 
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SIMPSON 

Laugh  if  you  want  to,     3ut  somG  of  that  land  '.along  the  so  aboard 
is  already  v/ashed  away.     That's  why  men  are  moving  west.  Well, 
let's  forgot  th^t  for  the  time  being.     Suppose  you  boys  co^.-.e  over 
to  my  cabin  next  week  and  v/e'll  have  a  big  venison  steak. 
ORGAr'^     3RIEF  BRIDGE  DSkOTING  LAPSE  OF  TIIviS,_ 

SOUND;     Marching  fee.t,  fading  in,  gradually  growing  louder  tliru. .  . 
ANNOUNCER 

G-eorgc  Rogers  Clark  I 
VOICE 
Pioneers  I 
ANNOUNCER 

3 0 n  j  ami n  Plar  r  i  s  on  I 
VOICE 
Pioneers  I 
ANNOUNCER 

Soldiers  I     Merchants  I     Farmers  I     Farmers!     Farmers  I 

VOICE 

Pioneers  I 

SOUND;     Marching  feet  up^  then  gradually  fade  into  silence..... 

SIMPSON 

3oy's,  if  you^ll  sto^o  over  by  m.y  old  cabin  you^ll  find  a  m.css  of 

stufi'  you  mdght  be  ^tble  to  use, 

STEVE 

liVhat  do  you  m^oan,  Simpson?    You're  not  pulling  out. 
SIMPSON 

Yep,  I'm  pulling  out.  Heading  v/ost.  Maybe  OMo  territory.  They 
tell  m.e  it's  still  a  wilderness. 


w  ^ 

WgII^  now,  v/e^ro  right  sorry  to  sgg  you  go. 

31 LL 

-We'll  miss  you,  Simpson. 

SIMPSON 

It's  for  tl'iG  OGst.     Whon  you  soc  tho  smoko  of  your  noighoor's 
housG,  it's  timo  to  movo , 
I  STEVE 

[This  land  is  clisjnging,  for  a  fact. 
SIMPSON 

Changing  f?.st,   just  as  I  said  it  v^ould.     Tho^/-  toll  mo  they're 
even  going  to  miO.ko  a  county  out  of  this  territory.  •  .Harri son 
coijnty,  they  aim  to  call  it.     Sa3^  it'll  run  cle^^r  from  Maryland 
to  the  Ohio,     Well,  I  was  tho  man  who  once  said  wo  had  plenty  of 
land  —  plenty  of  Isnd  to  bo  had  for  tho  asking.     Tho  people  in 
tho  Virginia  country  a  hundred  jrears  from  now  -will  forget  all 
about  old  Jolm  Sim_pson«     But,  boys        hero's  one  thing  I  hope  you 
nor  thoFi  v/ill  ever  forget        take  co.re  of  the  land,   and  the  land 
will  take  care  of  you. 
ORGAN ^     Snoak  in  soft,  marcliing  m-usic... 
ANNOUNCER 

I  hear  the  tread  of  pioneers 
Of  n  a t  i on  s  ye  t  t o  b e ; 
The  first  lev/  wash  of  waves 
Where  soon  shall  roll  a  hujiian  sea, 
ORGAN?     UP  AND  OUT. 
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ANMQUITGER 

That  ^.s  a  true  story  of  John  Simpson  and  the  Prlnglc  brothers,  a 
true  story  of  pioneer  da^'-s  in  Harrison  Co'onty,  V/ost  Virginia*  And 
now,  once  again  v/o  turn  to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  here  is  Ewing  Jones. 
JONSS 

Thank  you  very  much,  The  hills  of  West  Virginia 

have  changed,  there's  no  question  about  that.     Soil  erosion  has 
become  a  critical  problem  facing  the  West  Virginia  farmers,  but 
like  those  in  m.ost  states,  they^rc  fighting  back  now  in  cooperation 
by  organizing  soil  conservation  districts.     Walter  G-ir:ibcl,  the 
West  Virginie.  extension  soil  conservationist,  is  going  around  with 
a  broad  smile  on  his  face  about  that.     He  reports  that  reason, 
Barbour,  ?jnd  Upshur  coimties  are  the  latest  to  form  soil  conserve.tion 
districts. 

km^omcm 

Is  there  2,  district  in  Harrison  county,  Ewing? 
JQMSS 

Yes,  I  was  just  going  to  get  to  that,   .     Tho  dis- 
trict thoro  comprises  not  only  Harrison  county,  but  the  adjoining 
county  of  hason.     It's  supervisors  are  Carroll  Bond  —  he's  the 
president        C.  M,  Sperry,  r.Ianley  Curry,  Russell  Hartley,  and 
Bernard  Linger. 
ANNOUNCER 

ilnd  just  how  does  the  district  propose  to  solve  this  soil  erosion 
probloFx? 
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JOFES 

They  have  pretty  m-uch  of  a  complicatod  problem.     Fortunately,  thoy 
have  the  experience  of  a  CCC  caiiip  that  fornorly  worked  ont  of 
Clar:':sburg,  to  act  as  a  guide.     For  one  thing,  they^ll  prooaoly 
got  away  from  dairy  cattle  and  go  in  for  more  general  livestock 
farming.     You  see,  dairy  cattle  have  to  be  driven  to  the  barn  twice 
a  day,  and  thoy  cut  paths  in  the  steep  hillsides        ana  the  first 
thing  you.  Iq-iow  those  paths  become  serious  gullies, 
ANNOUNCjCH 

Vi/ould  you  say  they  may  go  in  for  more  sheep  raising? 
JONES 

x^ossibly,  but  first  of  all  they'll  hn.ve  to  solve  the  dog  problem. 
And  their  most  immediate  job  is  to  do  something  with  the  pastures. 
There  isn't  much  of  a  sod  cover  on  the  m.eijority  of  them..  The 
farmers  have  expected  the  pastures  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
just  like  their  fathers  and  grcndfathers  did.     The  result  is 
that  there-  is  plenty  of  wild  grov^th  but  no  real  cover  no 
"fattening  stuff"   as  Carroll  Bond  calls  it.     But  if  thoy  can  get 
a  good  sod  cover,  by  careful  Lianagement ,  and  by  use  of  more  limiO 
and  phosphate,   they'll  have  worked  out  the  principal  source  of 
the  i  r  t r  o  ub 1 e  s  . 
ANNOUNCER 

Hew  about  this  lime  and  phosphate,  Ewing        is  it  availaole? 
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JOITES 

Tho  district  is  making  it  so.     They're  beginning  to  got  in  some 
TVA  phoGphato ,  no\7,  and  tlio  district  is  opening  up  its  own  limiC- 
stone  quarry  near  Elkins.     Just  nov;,  though,  the  hoard  of  super- 
visors, v;orking  with  such  Soil  Conservation  Service  personnel  e.s 
Alfred  Millender  and  .Boo  Amos,   is  carrying  out  a  broad  educational 
program  with  tho  f  ariners .  ,  .  and  as  soon  as  the  farmers  really  find 
out  how  the  district  operates,  they're  anxious  to  fall  in  lino  and 
do  what  tl'ioy  can  to  cooperate.     So  you  miight  sma  up  tho  situation 
like  this?     first  there's  tho  job  of .  education ,  then  a  v/ork  program 
that  will  probably  include  fcncini'  out  tho  v/oodlands  on  the  steeiDer 
hills,  pasture  improvv.ment  and  livestock  farming  on  the  more  gentle 
sl'^pes,  and  rov/  crops  and  truck  crops  in  the  bottom  lands.  Men 
like  Carroll   jond  are  leading  the  v/ay        }3ond,  by  the  ^•/ay,  raises 
purebred  Hereford  cattle,  and  his  herd,  established  by  his  grand- 
father, was  probably  tho  first  of  its  kind  cast  of  the  Mississippi, 
An3diov/,  1  think  I'm  safe  in  sayin.j.  that,  as  this  soil  conservation 
district  gets  into  opera.tion,  brighter  days  will  bo  ahoc.d  for 
Harrison  and     Mason  coi;inties, 
SOUjMD;     Telegraph  key  clicking, 
ANiTOUNCER 

News  in  tho  conservation  world.] 
JOITES 

Here's  an  interesting  item  about  a  ba.dly  criodod  field  on  the 
E.  W.  Smiith,  farm.,  Randolph  county.  West  Virginia,  Please^ 
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ANNOUNCER 

Tills  field  had  boon  cropped  for  rnojiy  yoars.  ■  Dug  to  inpropor 
cultural  practicos,  about  all  of  the  topsoil  was  washed  away. 
Gullies  wore  evcryivhore.     Yields  had  dropped  off,  and  during  the 
sunmer  the  ground  was  hard  ojid  dry.     The  rains  that  fell  just  ran 
off.  . 

Mr.  Smith  was  unable  to  do  much  with  the  land.     He  needed 
it  for  hay  and  grain.  .  Just  about  that  time,  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  established  an  erosion  control  and  moisture  conservation 
demonstration  area  in  the  county,  and  J'r,  Smith  was  one  of  the 
first  farmers  to  cooperate  with  the  program.  . 

A  series  of  diversion  terraces  along  with  contour  strip 
cropping  have  been  installed  to  replace  the  gullies  that  wore  so 
prominent.     And  now  that  sam.e  field  is  producing  fine  crops. 
JOI'IES 

So  you  see,   ,  that  other  farmers  in  West  Virginia 

are  doing  something  to  save  their  soil        and  they  are  finding 
out  that  conservation  pays  cash  dividends. 
ORGAN  THEhE::     I  GET  THE  BLUES  WHEN  IT  RAINS. 
JONBS   ( on  cue ) 

This  is  Ewing  Jones,  speaking  for  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
of  the  United  States  Dopartmiont  of  Agriculture.     Goodbye,  friends, 
I  until  next  Saturday  at  this  same  time,  when  we  bring  y:u  another 
story  of  "Fortunes  Washed  Av/ay.'' 
ORGAi^  I     UP  ;^.m  OUT  . 
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